






















































Industry News 

Robin Brown Retires 

I 
tr .. 

After 3 1 years in various silviculture 

related roles in the Ministry of Forests, 

BC's Manager of Conservation Branch 

retired on September 28th. A smorgasbord 

of gentle roasting of the penny-pinching 

Scot's extraordinary career revealed his 

respected management style. Despite 

instructions to his staff to not make a feast 
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of his exit, lunch and an evening in the 

suds at the Legion topped off a tree 

planting ceremony a few weeks earlier at 

the Mesachie Lake Forestry Camp in his 

honour. Robin managed to let his team 

'do their thing· while demanding high 

standards. The silviculture industry also 

wants this wry, self-deprecating leader to 

get a royal send-off, despite his stubborn 

refusal to s hare a ny biogra phical 

inforniation for this article. 

Tree planting began in a state of high 

dys fun c ti o n w ith a low level of 

information and attention to ecosystem 

dynamics, including factors critical to 

seed ling su rv ival. Ro bin brought 

intelligent , informed a nd pra ctica l 

solutions to the reforestation process. He 

pl ayed a va luable role in making 

si I vi culture successful. 

For over two decades Robin Brown was 

the ear in Victoria for the silvicu lture 

industry. Mixing perceptive concern with 

wry amusement, he sorted out the issues 

he could change and laughed with us at 

issues he couldn't. H e was always a 

valuable sounding board to debate for 

WSCA policy proposals before bringing 

them to the government of the day. 

Robin contributed richly to developing 

BC's silviculture industry into a world

class leader in the first half or government 

employee stage ofhi career. On behalfof 

the WSCA member and directors both 

historic and to day, we w ish Ro bin a 

continuing diet of interesting challenges 

in his ate consulting career. 

Softwood Lumber 
Duties Increase Again 

Late in October, Canadian softwood 

lumber exports were hit with another round 

of duties ranging from 6% to 20%. This is in 

addition to the 19.3% tariff levied in August. 

The U.S. Commerce Department is applying 

the penalties because of allegations that 

Canada is dumping wood at cut-rate prices 

and provincial governments are subsidizing 

forest companies. 

The industry is demanding that the 

federal government put a priority on this 

is ue and start formal discussions with the 

US to resolve the stumpage fees issues and 

review tariffs. 

New Markets 
for BC Wood 

A trade delegation from BC has gone to 

China to sign memoranda ofunderstanding 

that will help open China to BC wood 

products. The delegation included Council 

of Forest Industries pres ident R on 

MacDonald and senior executives from 

companies such as Canfor, Weyerhaeuser, 

West Fraser Timber, Weldwood of Canada 

and Riverside Forest Products. 

China has one of the fastest growing 

economies in the world and currently 

builds approximately IO mill ion housing 

un its a year. However, 98% of these 

buildings are concrete. Earlier this year, 

China asked Canada to develop a wood

frame building code that could see China 

using wood vs. concrete in their new home 

construct ion. The Counci l of Fore 

Industries developed a strategy to support 

a program of training for designers, builders 

and developers of wood-frame buildiJ1gs. 
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For Sale: 
BC Government Seedling Nurseries 

The provincial nurse ries in 

Newfoundland and British Columbia may 

be the last of the government forest 
seedling nurseries that used to cover the 
country like a native button blanket of 

public concern for the forests. Two 
decades of privatization sweeping back 

and forth across the country like an iron 
popping buttons have priva tized the 
facilities of every other province. 

On October 25, 200 I, the BC Ministry 
of Forests announced it will be selling 

the two remaining operational seedling 
nurseries that produce approximately 18 
1illion seedlings annually. These two 

Forest Service nurseries are Skimikin 
Nursery, located at Tappen, j ust west of 

Salmon Arm, and the Surrey ursery in 

Surrey, B.C. 
Until the early I 980's, virtually all of the 

stock grown for reforestation in B.C. was 

produ ced in one of the 10 Mini stry 

nurseries . New poli cy provided for 
expansion of the seed ling capacity 
through contracting to industrial and 

private nurseries. In 1987, industry was 
given responsibility for re-stocking its 
own land and at the same time, seven of 

the Mini stry owned nurseries were 
"privatized" by being sold to an employee 
group, now Pac ific Regene rati on 
Technologies, trading on the TSE as PRT 
Income Trust. Green Timbers nursery was 
closed in January 1999. 

Today, more than 40 privately operated 
facilities now provide the remainder of 

B.C.'s 200 million annual seedlings. 

urrey Nursery 
The Surrey Nursery began operations 

in 1969 and now produces up to 14 million 
seedlings on I 86 hectares. ten of which 

are used for container growing, while 59 
hectares were once used for bare-root 
seedling production.Twelve greenhouses 

hold up to 42,500 styroblocks and open 
compounds can ho ld another 227,350 
containers. The nursery produces interior 

spruce, Douglas-fir, white pine, lodgepole 

pine, western red cedar and other, less
widely planted species. Surrey Nursery 

has always been involved in experiments 
in new cultura l methods and species 
production. 

Questio ns can be directed to the 
nursery manager, Tony Willingdon : 
Tony. Willingdon@gems2.gov.bc.ca 

~ r ·· in ..Jurser; 
The Skimikin ursery at Tappen, near 

Salmon Ann, was established in 1972. It 

now produces interior spruce, lodgepole 
pine, Douglas-fir and other minor species 
of seed lings. This nursery is rapidly 
gaining a reputat ion for its abiltiy to 
produce high-quality crops consisting of 

the more diffic ult species (eg. low 
gern1ination Abies spp. and white pine). 
Today, more than five million seedlings 
are shipped from the nursery each year 
for planting on forest sites. Container 
seedlings a re produce d in 27 

green houses (ca pacity 54,000 
styroblocks) and ope n compounds 
(capacity 50,000 styroblocks). 

Congratulations 
Homesteader Meats Ltd. of Prince 

George, BC has won the Customer 
Serv ice Award (Canfor) at the 10th 

Annual Prince George Chambe r of 
Commerce Business Excellence Awards 
banquet held recently. 

'l{eliability 
1.1 Forest Seedlings 

1.1 Seed 

1.1 Cold Storage 

1.1 Seed Orchard 
Management 

1.1 Native plants 
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What's New? 

New HTH245 Harvester/Processor Head from Waratah 

Waratah Forestry Attachments has 

entered into an excl us ive s uppl y 
agreement with Innotec Engineering 

Incorporated to distribute their 1850 RS 

Fixed Rotation Harvester Head , now 

referred to in Waratah literature as an 

HTH245. 

The HTH245 offers the unique 
advantage of high and low feed speeds to 

match the type of wood. High speed is for 

fast delimbing of smaller trees, and low 

speed with maximum torque is used for 

tougher hardwoods. A dedicated I 0-inch 

(254 mm) stroke system a lso he lps in 

processing heavy-limbed wood. The four 

delimbing am1s, plus a floating upper knife, 

offers clean, efficient processing. 

For unequalled tree control , a powerful 

220 degrees lateral ti lt wrist and forward 

tilting link enables precise placement of 

the tree, minimizing residual tree damage 

after processing and a llowing stems to be 

placed in the best location for retrieval. 

The easy-to-use PLC measuring and 
control system is qu ickly programm ed to 

eight lengths using control buttons on 

the display monitor. Waratah products are 

used for hard wood and comme rc ia l 
thinning. 

Full launch of the product will occur in 

the next 30 to 60 days. Please direct 

inquiries about the new Waratah HTH245 

Fixed Rotation Harvester Attachment t 

your local distribution center. 
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VEGETATION MANAGEMEN k 

MADE SIMPLE 
INTRODUCING 
A full line of high-quality forestry mulchers, shredders and stone crushers with fixed teeth and free-swinging hammer 
rotators for almost any application and any terrain. 

For more than 12 years, FAE has been producing the world's best forestry mulching equipment. 
Built to take the punishing terrain of Canada's forests, FAE gets the job done fast. 

FORESTRY MULCHERS 
Perfect for mulching stumps 
and root systems up to 8" in 
diameter. Fixed tooth rotor 
design means more work 
and less maintenance. 

FORESTRY MULCHERS WITH 
HYDRAULIC TRANSMISSION 
Ideal for clearing brush, creating 
new accesses or maintenance. 

Heavy Duty Stump 
GRINDER 
Capable of mulching 
stumps up to 39" in 
diameter and root systems 
up to 16" deep. Ideal for 
site preparation, creating 
the perfect mulch and 
allowing for immediate 
planting. 
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Distributed in Canada and the Pacific Northwest by 
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